
ENHANCING DRIVER QUALIFICATION



Objectives…

                  ● briefly review “minimum requirements” for driver qualification
                      ● methods to enhance driver qualification…
                                    - Pre-Employment Screening Program (PSP)
                                    - Continuous Driver License Monitoring
                                    - Mexican CDL verification



Minimum Requirements…

                             ● Is at least 21 years old
                                    ● Can Read and Speak the English Language sufficiently
                                    ● Can safely operate the CMV he will drive
                                    ● Is Physically Qualified to drive a CMV

DRIVER QUALIFICATION 
(Interstate)

…CFR 391.11(b)(1)-(8)



DRIVER QUALIFICATION 
(Interstate) – cont.,

Minimum Requirements…

                         ● Has a current Driver License or CDL
                         ● Has provided motor carrier with certificate of     
                             past violations
                         ● Is not Disqualified to drive a CMV
                         ● Can successfully complete a Road Test

…CFR 391.11(b)(1)-(8)



Files and Records… 
Each motor carrier shall maintain a Driver Qualification file of each 
driver it employs. Driver Qualification file must include:

                         ● Employment Application (DOT)
                         ● A copy of the MVR
                         ● A copy the Road Test or equivalent
                         ● A copy of the Medical Examiner’s Certificate and CDLIS medical   
                            certification status from licensing state (MVR)
                         ● Skill Performance Evaluation (SPE), if applicable
                         ● Annual MVR, Annual list of violations & 
                            Annual Review of MVR
                         ● A note verifying Medical Examiner is in the 
                            FMCSA Registry

…CFR 391.51(a),(b)(1)-(9)



Files and Records… 
Each motor carrier must maintain records relating to the investigation 
into the safety performance history of a new or prospective driver.  The 
file must include:

                         ● A copy of the driver’s written authorization
                         ● Previous employer responses or good faith efforts requesting 3 year 
                             accident history 
                         ● Request alcohol & controlled substances history through 
                             FMCSA Drug & Alcohol Clearinghouse   

…CFR 391.53(a),(b)(1),(2)



WHY DO WE QUALIFY DRIVERS? 

● Ensure Good Quality Employees
 ● Qualified Employees produce Quality Work
 ● The Law Mandates / avoid fines & penalties
 ● Prevent Crashes and Fatalities
 ● Protect our company from any unjustified claims or lawsuits



What Else Can You Do To 
Enhance Driver Qualification?



Pre-Employment Screening Program (PSP Report) 





















Continuous Driver License Monitoring 



Minimum Requirements…

                         ● Current Driver License or CDL
                         ● Is not Disqualified to drive a CMV
                         ● A copy of the MVR (Initial)
                         ● Annual MVR, Annual list of violations & 
                            Annual Review of MVR

                     



Continuous Driver License Monitoring…

Provider you select, ensure:

● Connects to SDLA that issue the driver license.
● License Monitor sends ‘as they occur’ alerts for all driving violations, such as DWIs,  
    speeding, illegal maneuvers and more.  
● To receive alerts for non-driving offenses, license status 
    changes due to suspensions, revocations and expirations, and medical certificate 
    downgrades.



Continuous Driver License Monitoring…

Benefits:

● Allows motor carriers to have control and in the know regarding DL status.
● It can help motor carriers remove unsafe or unqualified drivers from driving.
● Removing unsafe or unqualified drivers from driving can help prevent crashes that 
    may result in serious injury or fatality.
● Reducing or eliminating crashes reduces claims and protects the company and 
    assets.
● In the cases where a claim exists, proving that a company goes above and beyond 
   what the minimum requirements are, shows good safety protocols and practices 
   are in place. 



Mexican CDL Verification



According to the American Trucking Association (ATA) 
Article published Oct.25, 2021…

Industry Is Short 80,000 Drivers Today, May Be Short 
160,000 by 2030

As a result, this has left Industry to deal with Supply & Demand issues, frustration, and in the 
search for alternate options…



Background…
On Nov. 19, 1991, the United States of America and Mexico signed a memorandum of 
understanding that allowed the reciprocal recognition of CDLs and allowed CDL holders to 
operate commercial motor vehicles in each other’s territory. Similarly, on March 1, 1994, 
Transport Canada and the SCT entered into a memorandum of understanding allowing for 
CDL reciprocity. The transportation of persons and property across borders is an integral 
part of countries’ economies and resulted in approximately 6.45 million border crossings 
by commercial motor vehicles in 2020 alone. 

● MX CDL holders are authorized for Border Crossing and International movements only. 
    (Mexico into U.S. & return)

Mexican CDL Verification



Can a U.S. motor carrier employ a person with a MX CDL?

Yes, only if…

● MX CDL holder is authorized to work in the U.S. (Homeland Security, Immigration, CBP I-94)

● MX CDL must be authorized to drive in the U.S. (check for Restrictions)

● MX CDL drivers must comply with all the same requirements, as U.S. drivers…
● Must have a current and active driving status.

…CFR 383.23 – Regulatory 
Guidance Q.1

…CFR 391.51(a),(b)(1)-(9)



Mexican CDL Verification…

Enforcement Officials:

The status of Mexican CDLs are always verified electronically. For U.S. jurisdictions, a 
query may be submitted through the International Justice and Public Safety Network 
(Nlets), the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s Commercial Driver’s 
License Information System (CDLIS), using CDLIS.dot.gov, or through FMCSA’s other 
query interfaces. 



Mexican CDL Verification…

Motor Carriers:

Queries may be submitted through the SCT’s website at

             http://app.sct.gob.mx/ConsultaInfracciones/detalleLicFederal.do. 



Mexican CDL Verification…



Mexican CDL Verification…

Risks in verification:

● U.S. based providers for CDL verification may not be able to verify validity with MX  
    State Authorities.
● Continuous Driver License monitoring may not be available.
● issues SCT electronic system, or no internet connection.
● SCT electronic system has no response or record doesn’t exist.
● Plastic Formats will face out March 31, 2025.  Electronic verification only. 
● There’s no “Good Faith Efforts” provision granted by the FMCSA for CDL 
    verification.  Motor Carriers are responsible that drivers are qualified to drive.
 



Regulatory Guidance Publications… 

https://www.cvsa.org/



ENHANCING DRIVER QUALIFICATION
Pre-Employment Screening Program (PSP)

Continuous Driver License Monitoring
Mexican CDL verification

Questions….

Tony Garcia
tony.garcia@propetroservices.com

432-488-9070 (cell)

mailto:tony.garcia@propetroservices.com

